Sports: NCAA Tournament canceled, MLB season delayed and NHL on pause. B1 
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California Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks to reporters about his executive order advising that nonessential gatherings of more than 250 people 
should be canceled until at least the end of March, during a news conference in Sacramento on Thursday. 


Executive order: 
Newsom shuts down 
gatherings of 250 or more 


By Hayley Munguia 
hmunguia@scng.com 
@hemdash on Twitter 


A cascade of events were canceled or 
postponed and large entertainment ven- 
ues will be temporarily closed through- 
out Southern California in the wake of 
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s announcement 
late Wednesday for large gatherings to 
be nixed amid growing concerns over 
the novel coronavirus. 

Cancellations of events and the clo- 
sure of various venues came one after 
the other Thursday and touched Los 
Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Ber- : 2 -a 
nardino counties. : z Sa Wee S| 

The scope was staggering. : JEFF GRITCHEN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Disneyland Resort. Dodger and An- 
gel stadiums. Staples Center. The Acura 
Grand Prix of Long Beach. The Rose 
Bowl. All U.S. and international arena 
tours run by the concert promoter Liv- 
eNation. 

In total, the venues and events 
officials announced would go dark 
appeared to be a turning point in how 
institutions are responding to the virus, 
which the World Health Organization 
has declared a global pandemic. 

Many of the decisions appeared to be 
made in response to Gov. Gavin New- 
som’s announcement that all events 
with more than 250 people statewide 
should be postponed or canceled at least 
until the end of March, because of CO- 
VID-19. 

Smaller events, his office said, should 
proceed only if the organizers can im- 
plement social distancing of 6 feet per 
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Visitors leave Disneyland in Anaheim on Thursday. Disney announced it is closing 
Disneyland and California Adventure on Saturday due to the novel coronavirus. 


Theme parks: Disneyland and Universal Studios 
voluntarily agree to close until end of the month 


Gov. Gavin Newsom issued an executive 
order preventing the gathering of more 
than 250 people at a site but exempted 
theme parks, theaters and casinos. 

The four Disney World theme parks and 
the two Disneyland Paris parks will close 
on Sunday and remain closed until the end 
of the month. The Disney Cruise Line will 
suspend new departures for the rest of the 
month beginning Saturday. 

“While there have been no reported 
cases of COVID-19 at Disneyland Resort, 
after carefully reviewing the guidelines 
of the governor of California’s executive 
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By Brady MacDonald 
bmacdonald@scng.com 


All of Disney’s theme parks around the 
world will soon be closed amid concerns 
about the novel coronavirus pandemic as 
entertainment and sporting venues across 
the United States began shuttering their 
operations en masse. 

Disneyland and Disney California Ad- 
venture will close on Saturday and remain 
closed through March 31. 

Universal Studios Hollywood also an- 
nounced it will close Saturday and remain 
shuttered through March 28. 


Anaheim: All of the city’s 
major entertainment venues 
are expected to go dark in 
the coming hours or days in 
an effort to limit the spread 
of the coronavirus. PAGE A3 


Traveling: Cruise industry 
takes another hit as Prin- 
cess ceases operation for 
two months. Eighteen ships 
will be docked. PAGE A7 


Response: A top federal 
health official says the U.S. 
effort to test for the corona- 
virus is “a failing.” PAGE A12 


Schools: Local districts 
serving younger children, 
K-12, have watched as 
universities and community 
colleges throughout Cali- 
fornia transition to online 
education and weigh their 
options. PAGE A3 


Business: Markets 

suffer their worst slide since 
1987 as Dow drops 2,352 
points. PAGE A16 


Entertainment: Southern 
California venues con- 
tinue to postpone or cancel 
events. PAGE A6 


Safety tips: How to tell 
the difference between the 
novel coronavirus and 
common ailments. PAGE A7 


Virus fear 
cancels 
water 


board 


meeting 


Panel was to discuss 
two issues that will 
affect the fate of the 
Poseidon desal plant 


By Martin Wisckol 
mwisckol@scng.com 
@MartinWisckol on Twitter 


Two issues that could decide 
the fate of the proposed Poseidon 
desalination plant in Hunting- 
ton Beach will have to wait for 
public debate, as the meeting of 
the Regional Water Quality Con- 
trol Board planned for today has 
been canceled because of the new 
coronavirus. 

A water board staff report pre- 
pared for the meeting provides ap- 
parent justification for the board 
to approve the project, but it also 
notes the board may disagree and 
request a revision. Poseidon Wa- 
ter needs just two more permits 
to go forward — one from the wa- 
ter board and then one from the 
Coastal Commission 
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OC JAILHOUSE 


Attorney 
requests 
phone calls 
investigation 


By Tony Saavedra 
tsaavedra@scng.com 
@tonysaavedra2 on Twitter 


An Orange County assistant 
public defender is calling for a 
criminal investigation into the 
illegal recording 
of nearly 34,000 
attorney-client 
phone conversa- 
tions from county 
jail and the sher- 
iff’s deputies who 
listened to some 
of them. 

In a strongly Sanders 
worded court mo- 
tion, Scott Sanders requested the 
Orange County District Attor- 
ney’s Office and the Sheriff’s De- 
partment investigate the errant 
recordings, which violate one of 
the most sacred tenets of the law, 
attorney-client privilege. 

Jail phone vendor GTL of Res- 
ton, Virginia, had twice before ac- 
cidentally recorded confidential 
attorney-client calls in Florida in 
2015 and should have known it 
was probably happening in other 
places, Sanders said. 
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TOLL ROADS 


TCA: The plans for 241 
extension officially dropped 


By voting to end Orange County’s 
last remaining major highway 
extension project, a new era opens 
for the Transportation Corridor 
Agencies. PAGE A3 


SPOTLIGHT 


10 Irish whiskeys and 
spirits to drink at home 


Instead of going out on St. Pat- 
rick’s Day, people can buy these 
whiskeys to drink at home. PAGE c1 
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